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Cover picture:  Paul Sehmbi with the Stoker Kitchen Corner Cookery book 

Publication of any articles or letters submitted does not imply approval of, or 

agreement with, any views and comments contained, and are published without 

prejudice. Copying of content without our explicit consent is not permitted. 

The Stoker Team  
 

Editors: Jane White (01455 212416), Steve Smithers (01455 213798) 
Production Team: Rosemary Collier,  Ella Orr, Jan Pettyfer, Jill Webster, 

Jennifer Michie, Michael Dix, Jan Zelenczuk, Kate Poyser Clark, Sandra Pollard. 

Please send articles for the April issue of The Stoker by 15th March to:  

The Editors, 45 Station Road, Stoke Golding. 
Email  thestoker@gmx.co.uk 

 

If you can submit articles by e-mail or on a memory stick (Microsoft Word)  
it makes our job much easier, (500 words maximum please).  
All correspondence, including e-mails, must include your full name,  
home address and home telephone number.  

N.B. All advertising enquiries to Ella Orr - ella42@sky.com 

              Note from the Editors 
 

Dear Readers, 
 

This  edition of the Stoker shows that 
we live in a community that is filled 
with love. There have been hundreds 
of messages from the two villages 
showing love for Paul Sehmbi, hearts 
have been displayed on our doors and 

in our windows and a very kind, anonymous villager has 
been busy knitting hearts and leaving them in various places for people 
to find.  
 

We have experienced an extremely challenging year together and 
belonging to such a caring community has been such a comfort to many 
of us. We now have an amazing vaccination programme underway, 
which will hopefully allow us to slowly get back to a more ‘normal’ way of 
life. 
 

The Stoker is about to celebrate its 20th Birthday and we will be 
producing a special commemorative edition next month for you all, 
including old photographs and articles from previous issues. If you have 
anything you would like to contribute please get in touch.  
 
 

Stay safe,  Jane and Steve 
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Pritpal (Paul) Singh Sehmbi 
 

Most of you will be aware of the very sad 
news that Paul Sehmbi lost his brave 
fight against COVID on 4th February 
2021, aged 64 years. Paul and Sehmbi 
Stores have played a central role in the 
Stoke Golding and Dadlington 
communities since he set up here in 
February 2014, following several months 
of selling newspapers, milk and bread 
from the back of his 

car in the Club Car park in all weathers, whilst getting 
the shop ready for opening.  At the time of opening, he 
said "It has been hard work, but I am really happy with 
the result. I will do my best to provide what people want 
and will try to compete with supermarket prices 

wherever I can."  
There have been hundreds 
of messages of condolence 
posted on Facebook and 
sent to  Paul’s family, 
showing just how much our 
community has valued Paul 
and how much we will all miss him.  
 

Jean Cooksey said “ My 7 years working for 
Paul in the shop were always happy. Never a 
cross word, a good listener and his jovial 
banter/ abuse that we all loved about him.”  
 

Jean Matthews tells us an example of his true 
kindness; “ A few months ago Paul asked me 
how my husband was doing, knowing he has 
dementia. I told him the worse thing for him had 

been giving up driving. Paul said immediately, without hesitation, if he 
needs to go to hospital or anywhere, I will shut the shop and take him. I 
felt quite emotional and the thought of such kindness still brings a tear to 
my eye. I assured Paul that I drive and we also have the support of lovely 
friends and neighbours but it proved to me what a kind man he was and 
why he will be sorely missed by us all. “ 
 

Paul’s family has set up an online fundraising page to raise money, in 
memory of Paul, for the Midland Langar Seva Society. At the time of 
going to print this has so far raised an amazing £3,046. This worthwhile 
charity provides food and support for those in need living in the UK and 
currently provides over 30,000 meals per week.                (Continued over) 

Paul and Surinder’s grand-
daughters cut the ribbon 
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You Have No Authority Here Jackie Weaver!! 
 

It seems that planning and local government combined together can 
bring out the worst in people.  
 

I refer of course to the now infamous planning and environment 
committee meeting of Handforth Parish Council, which was an 
outrageous display of how not to behave at a meeting on Zoom (Talking 
and shouting over each other and even in one case talking on the phone, 
complete chaos). It was a salutary lesson on what not to do at a public 
Zoom meeting as you never know when it might go viral on YouTube! It 
elevated a previously unknown lady called Jackie Weaver to the role of 
feminist icon for trying to control the meeting, even though she was told 
she had no authority, amidst claims of bullying and an alleged political 
power struggle. 
 

Meanwhile at our own more sedate and measured parish council 
meeting there were other planning related matters to consider.  Firstly, 
our borough Councillor Jonathan Collett announced that he was starting 
a petition to register dismay at the permission for the development on 
Roseway and to call on HBBC to listen to the views of local people and 
take their views into account. You may have had a leaflet by now 
showing how to access this. 
 

This was followed by the request from the Friends of Stoke Golding 
Community for a donation from parish council funds which would go 
towards paying for a traffic consultant. This was regretfully but 
unanimously declined on the grounds that as a statutory consultee for 
planning applications it would be inappropriate for them to do so. This 
was backed up by an explanation on how they had taken guidance (as 
they weren’t experts) from the Leicestershire and Rutland Association of 
Local Councils (LRALC) and they had to follow the guidance they had 
been given.  
 

This decision was received by a very disappointed Steve Martin as the 
spokesperson for the group, who couldn’t understand why other parish 
councils had made donations to local campaign groups and ours 
couldn’t. Still, I suppose rules are rules but you may have your own views 
either way on this decision. 

You can make a donation in memory of Paul by going to the Crowd 
Funding website and search for Paul Sehmbi. 
 
We, at the Stoker, will always be grateful to Paul for happily selling 
copies of the Stoker each month and, more recently, the Stoker Kitchen 
Corner Cookery Book. We send our sincere condolences to Paul’s wife, 
Surinder and all the family.  



 

 5 

Finally, the re-submitted planning application for six houses on the land 
to the rear of the White Swan was discussed. The sticking point here 
seemed to be whether the Parish Council should object again when our 
own Neighbourhood Plan was putting forward the adjacent Mulberry 
Farm as a proposed site for housing. In the end they decide to object on 
several grounds but nicely tied in the probable increase in traffic at the 
junction of Roseway and High Street because of the recently approved 
development on Roseway by the Planning Committee.   
 

One item that didn’t get a mention at the meeting was the resignation of 
two of the parish councillors. This was because their resignations weren’t 
registered with HBBC until after the meeting apparently. Hopefully two 
people who want to make a difference to our community will come 
forward and trigger an election on 6 May 2021.  
 

Jan Zeleczuk 

Blue Hearts 
 

As you pass by the junction of Pine Close and Hinckley Road you may 
notice two blue hearts in the verge. They indicate that the verge has 
been chosen to be left as part of the ‘Rewilding Britain Campaign’  
https://bluecampaignhub.com/ (a very informative site), and it is not just 
LCC being lazy. Both hearts are made from recycled wood and have 
been funded and supplied by LCC. Nature Spot organisation will be 
carrying out a survey of the verge in June to determine what species of 
plants/grass/flowers/insects are already present there – funded by LCC. 
Nature Spot has set up a ‘Wild Spaces’ webpage, specifically for this 

area, which people can access https://
www.naturespot.org.uk/
Stoke_Golding_Pine_Close_verge  
or by using the Wild Place drop down 
menu on the NatureSpot home page.  
The area will be tidied up in preparation 
for Stoke Golding Parish Council to 
manage this verge in the future. LCC 
Operatives, Pat and Nick, have cut Stoke 
Golding verges for many years and will 

continue to strim the edges of the verge and around the street furniture. 
The rest of the verge will be allowed to develop naturally and not be 
mowed between April and August. 
At this stage, the page is just providing an introduction and explanation of 
the plan ahead but it will come to life once a few wildlife records and 
images have been submitted, especially after the survey has been 
completed.                                                                              
          Ruth Fisher 

https://bluecampaignhub.com/
https://www.naturespot.org.uk/Stoke_Golding_Pine_Close_verge
https://www.naturespot.org.uk/Stoke_Golding_Pine_Close_verge
https://www.naturespot.org.uk/Stoke_Golding_Pine_Close_verge
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A petition has been launched to register local residents' 
dismay at the recent vote by Liberal Democrat Councillors 
to approve a development in Stoke Golding. 
 

Regarding the development, Stoke Golding Borough Councillor 
Jonathan Collett commented: 
 

"As Borough Councillor for Stoke Golding (Ambien Ward) I opposed 
this development at every stage after listening to the arguments from 
both sides. 
 

I am very grateful for the support of villagers in Stoke Golding and 
their continuing resolution to protect the heritage, environs, and 
green spaces around Stoke Golding. 
 

Unfortunately, at a recent Planning meeting the Liberal Democrat 
Councillors voted in favour of the Roseway development in Stoke 
Golding despite 410 letters of objection from local residents. 
 

I am bitterly disappointed with the Liberal Democrat votes to pass 
the Roseway development. Local villagers made very clear they 
were unanimously opposed. Stoke Golding has been built on enough 
and we should protect our wonderful countryside, historic assets, 
and beautiful views.  
 

The only possible avenue to reverse this decision would be a judicial 
review which can run into tens of thousands of pounds with a very 
limited chance of success. I therefore would encourage residents to 
sign this petition in force to make their dismay known at the 
unreasonable and seemingly politically based decision to approve 
this terrible application against the wishes of the majority of the 
village. This is to urge Borough Councillors on the Planning 
Committee to take residents views into account concerning future 
developments in Stoke Golding    Jonathan Collett  
 

Note: at time of going to print, there were 600 signatures on this 
petition. The link to the petition is:  
 
https://www.bosworthconservatives.org.uk/news/register-your-dismay-
permission-major-development-stoke-golding  

https://deref-gmx.com/mail/client/u1UQoXEY6JI/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bosworthconservatives.org.uk%2Fnews%2Fregister-your-dismay-permission-major-development-stoke-golding
https://deref-gmx.com/mail/client/u1UQoXEY6JI/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bosworthconservatives.org.uk%2Fnews%2Fregister-your-dismay-permission-major-development-stoke-golding
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Busy Start of Term for the Scout Group 
 

The Cubs have been doing their Digital Makers 
badge which involved instructions, coding, 
assisted concepts using Lego - ask the Cubs! 
 

They have also been doing their Entertainer’s 
badge with an audio play based on the story of the 
Jungle Book. 
 

The Beavers have been doing their Animal Friend 
Activity badge which included a range of animal 
care from cats, dogs, hens and, of course 
importantly, the wild birds who have benefitted 
from many a wild bird seed cake. The Beavers had 
a quiz identifying birds as well. 

 

The Beavers have been making mug cakes - which had a range of 
toppings. The quality control, ie the Beavers, said comments such as 
“mine’s just yum”, “ best cake ever” and “super nice “! The Beavers are 
now inspired to consider their Cook badge. 
 

The Scouts have been doing their Digital Maker badge, all 3 stages of it, 
with animations, games programmes, quizzes as well as identifying 
resources. The Scout Leader Fionna said that the scouts animations 
were “ quite amazing “. 
 

The Scout Group have been given £325.00 from Santa and Snowmen 
sleigh charity in the village. So thank you very much. 
 

Did I say that all these activities are still being done virtually!!  Well, that’s 
the amazing and fun part too!!! 
 
Jennifer 

What Age Would These Famous People Be,  
If They Had Lived? 

  

Answers on 
page 23 
 
By Avis Raynor 

1 Princess Diana 6 Marilyn Monroe 

2 Elvis Presley 7 Dylan Thomas 

3 John F. Kennedy 8 Anne Frank 

4 Martin Luther King 9 Bob Marley 

5 John Lennon 10 River Phoenix 
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Save The Oddies Pub 
 

Residents in Higham on the Hill are 
stepping up their campaign to save 
a historic pub in the village from 
developers. For the past two years, 
the campaign group Save The 
Oddies Pub (STOP) have been 
battling to save the pub and re-open 
the site as a community space for all 
to enjoy. They continue to gather 
momentum with the next phase of 
their campaign. 
 

Plans have been re-submitted to demolish The Oddfellows Arms, built in 
1799, and build up to 25 homes on the site. As the prospect of the 
unnecessary and ecologically damaging development looms over the 
community, STOP have been working with the Plunkett Organisation to 
set up a Community Benefit Society (CBS) and are inviting people to sign 
up to a pledge to buy shares to allow the purchase of the pub. 
 

David Wilkinson, Chair of STOP, said “Once it’s gone, it is gone forever. 
The Oddfellows has been a fundamental part of the lives of many 
families in the village for generations. It’s quite literally been at the heart 
of the village community for 200 years. Community ownership will ensure 
that we keep that crucial hub for future generations.” 
 

Emily Davis grew up in the village, “The Oddfellows Arms has been the 
hub of the community for many years, it is where friendships were formed 
and people came together. This is even more apparent in these times; 
the residents of the village have become isolated from each other. Losing 
this village asset and its only community space will have a detrimental 
effect on the residents especially as the community recovers from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.” 
 

In the face of overwhelming, independent evidence from a heritage and 
planning expert, specialist chartered surveyors, ecologists and highways 
engineers the current planning application is sure to be defeated in 
March. The next stage of STOP’s campaign is to convert the groundswell 
of public opinion into pledges to purchase shares in the CBS to allow the 
purchase of the pub. 
 

STOP are asking for those interested in putting forward a non-binding 
pledge to buy shares to visit their website (https://
savetheoddiespub.wixsite.com/stop) or to donate to their ongoing efforts 
through their GoFundMe page (https://uk.gofundme.com/f/to-reopen-the-
oddfellows-higham-on-the-hill)     Ady Baker  

https://savetheoddiespub.wixsite.com/stop
https://savetheoddiespub.wixsite.com/stop
https://uk.gofundme.com/f/to-reopen-the-oddfellows-higham-on-the-hill
https://uk.gofundme.com/f/to-reopen-the-oddfellows-higham-on-the-hill
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Ten of a Kind – March '21 
 

March is named after the Roman god of war Mars which is also the 
name of one of the eight planets in our solar system. See how you get on 
with these ten questions relating to the names of the planets.  
 

1. Which dwarf planet was considered the ninth planet in the solar 
system when it was discovered in 1930? 

2. Which chocolate manufacturer produces the Mars Bar? 
3. The Venus de Milo is a renowned ancient Greek statue that is 

displayed in the Louvre in Paris. Which parts of the statue’s body 
are missing? 

4. In which country was Freddie Mercury born (either its current name 
or the name it had back then)? 

5. Is the distance from the centre of the earth to the equator longer, 
shorter or the same as the distance from the centre to the poles? 

6. Saturn V rockets were used to power the Apollo missions and also 
Skylab. Which was the last Apollo to go to the moon? 

7. Uranus, the Magician, is the sixth movement of which composer’s 
Planets Suite, first performed in 1918 in the Queen’s Hall in 
London? 

8. Jupiter Ascending was a 2015 film which starred among others a 
British actor who had won the Oscar for best actor the previous 
year for his leading role in The Theory of Everything. Who is he? 

9. At what moment in a sailor’s life will he be taken before the court of 
King Neptune for a centuries-old initiation ceremony? 

10. The planets rotate around the sun and in many civilisations, the 
sun become an object of worship. What name did the Ancient 
Egyptians give to their sun god? 

 

Answers on page 25 

St Margaret's Church Renovations 
 

You may have wondered why there has been no 
sign of work at the Church. Unfortunately the work 
has been delayed due to Covid -19 and now should 
start by the end of February. I look forward to 
providing you with an update in the next Stoker. 
 

David Goodsell 
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Memories of Russia  
 

I used the word “apprehension” in the title of my two previous Russian 
pieces but I needn’t have worried. As in Kazakhstan, once acclimatised I 
found the Russian people welcoming, friendly and, although mostly poor 
by our standards, generous and insistent on plying me with food which, 
because frequent travelling demanded that I stay in hotels, I gave to my 
hotel proprietor who in return did all my washing!  My travels around the 
Soviet Union taught me that while visiting major cities and tourist 
attractions is worthwhile, it tells a visitor little or nothing about a country’s 
people. For that it’s necessary to get out into “the sticks.” 
 

Our attic is now full of works of art, traditional regalia, and gifts of all 
kinds, but limited luggage space and “difficult” customs officers at Soviet 
airports demanded that many things were left behind, although I had 
known since my first day in Kazakhstan that an American $50 note in a 
brown envelope would have enabled me to walk out with the long-lost 

treasures of the Amber 
Room! One discarded item 
was given to me after 
spending many memorable 
forest picnics, made more 
entertaining by a wind-up 
gramophone. I mentioned 
that I had some records of 
Feodor Chaliapin, the famous 
Russian and international 
opera singer, and when my 
visit was over I was given the 
gramophone, complete with a 
collection of shellac ‘78s. 

Sadly, I had to leave both behind, hidden under a wardrobe at Stalin’s 
favourite, now demolished, Mokba Hotel, having given priority to a large 
portrait of Vladimir Ilych Ulyanov, alias Lenin! 
 

I was often asked what affect the projects in which I was involved, funded 
by the EU and the Department for International Development, had on the 
countries concerned and my answer was twofold. First I would quote the 
Nobel Prize-winning physicist, Max Plant,who said that new scientific 
truth only triumphs after its opponents die, or, more succinctly, “science 
advances one funeral at a time.” Likewise, the success of our attempts 
to introduce into a country a new “commercial truth” which its inhabitants 
had been brain-washed into thinking was evil, depended largely on the 
death of its communist diehards, although some, including my previously 
mentioned friend, Raisa, former secretary of the Orel Oblast Communist 
Party, saw the benefits immediately.   
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Learning to Love Again 
 

Looking at Reggie curled up in front of the fire, 
happy and content in his home of nine years, 
it’s hard to believe he’s the same dog that 
came into LAA as a stray. 
 

It’s not been an easy journey for this beautiful 
Rhodesian Ridgeback who arrived at the 

Centre terrified, extremely underweight and with cigarette type burns on 
his back.  He had lost all trust in humans and avoided all interaction, not 
wanting to be touched or even spoken to.  It was clear that, although he 
was a gentle giant, he needed a very special home. 
 

Linda and Phil hadn’t planned on a second dog, but just couldn’t turn 
Reggie away.   
 

We’re pleased to say that Reggie is still going strong at the grand old age 
of 16.  He’s suspicious and mistrusting of strangers but his Mum, Linda, 
is the centre of his world and the relationship they have built up 
demonstrates the power of patience, love and understanding.   
 

You can read Reggie’s story in full over on Leicester Animal Aid’s 
website www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk 

Second, and this will come as no surprise to previous readers, I was 
adamant that until the country’s men rid themselves of their addiction to 
vodka, little would change. The life expectancy of men was falling 
significantly when I was in the country and I could describe many 
examples of men in important managerial positions being consistently 
“drunk on duty”. 
 

One extreme example is of the first holder of the position of President of 
the Russian Federation, a critical appointment on which the future of the 
country largely depended. It fell to Boris Yeltsin whose examples of 
drunkenness abound, one example being of him found, after a meeting 
with Bill Clinton in 1994, wandering alone, late at night, on Pennsylvania 
Avenue, in his underpants, blind-drunk and shouting for a taxi to get him 
a pizza. Hilarious!  
 

Perhaps, for some in the Kremlin and certainly for the oligarchs in their 
“Moscow on Thames” mansions, but not I think for the 146 million 
Russian people for whom I have the highest regard and sympathy, and 
whose life expectancy for men is 68 and women 78 (Statista).  
As Max Plant might have said, they must wait patiently for the funerals of 
others, as their ancestors did for centuries, in the expectation of a better 
life. 
 

Bob Quinney 

http://www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk
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Stoke Golding W I January meeting 
 

Members of Stoke Golding WI had a zoom meeting for the January get 
together 
 

Our secretary Sue had sent us copies of the County News, and 
invitations to the Annual Meeting also on Zoom. 
 

President Jean has sent us a weekly newsletter, since all this lockdown 
started, this week we also had recipes from member Kate who had 
logged on to a zoom meeting about lovely deserts. 
We also had funnies and walk ideas in the area. 
 

The highlight of the meeting !!!!! was a Panto performed by members of 
the committee. We did a short topically adjusted version of Cinderella.   

We wore token costumes to highlight what part we were playing, very 
funny. 
 

Then we played three rounds of Scattergory, which was not easy !!!!! but 
enjoyable, 
 

We are having a coffee and chat every Thursday afternoon on zoom 
starting at 3.00 pm every member is welcome to join us. Good to chat. 
 

We maintain, our close relationship, and our president and committee 
keep on coming up with ideas to keep us connected in these difficult and 
unprecedented times. 
 
Val Hartwell 
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Wellsborough 
In last month’s Stoker, I wrote about how my fellow Bosworth Battlefield 
guide, Eddie Smallwood, and I created a 42-mile circular walk, the 
Battlefields and Borderlands Way. One of the joys of writing the book, 
and indeed writing articles for the Stoker, is when the story lurches off in 
an unexpected direction. This was the case in respect to the tiny village 
of Wellsborough which was not on our original route for the walk. 
 

I was delving into the history of Sibson, hoping to find more than the 
slightly dodgy Dick Turpin associations, when one particular document 
referenced the nearby village of Wellsborough as the birthplace of a 
regicide, one of the signatories of King Charles I’s death warrant. 
Intrigued, I began searching for more information and in doing so, 
discovered that Wellsborough was also the site of the Hornsey Rise 
Memorial home. Googling the name, I was presented with a number of 
pages that featured photographs of derelict buildings. Apparently, there 
are people, you may be one of them, who spend their leisure time visiting 
abandoned buildings and taking photos of the destruction and decay. 
After marvelling at the diversity of human endeavour, I began to tease out 
the home’s story.  
 

It was built after World War I by the national printers’ union, as a place of 
rest and recuperation for those printers injured in the conflict. It was 
dedicated to the printers who had died with a now lost memorial to the 
fallen. Later it became a Christian retreat, but they moved out a few years 
ago and since then, it became a bit of a local eyesore. A visit to the site 
revealed that the buildings had recently been demolished and that new 
homes were being built there. One article on the home contained the line, 
“It became the Labour Party headquarters during a World War II.” This 
intrigued me, but as I could find no other reference to this online, I 
decided not to include it in the book, which now featured Wellsborough. I 
did continue to search for further information and, in one online book 
about the Labour Party, I stumbled across a sentence saying the 
administrative staff were sent to Market Bosworth during the Blitz. Was 
Market Bosworth and Hornsey Rise one and the same? 
 

With this second possible reference, I contacted the Labour Party’s 
archivist at the People’s History Museum in Manchester who offered to 
search their records when he returned from working at home during 
lockdown. Several weeks passed before an email arrived saying he’d 
been unsuccessful in finding anything further. He did suggest contacting 
the University of Warwick who keep records of several Trade Unions, but 
I decided to curtail my search and give up. A month or two passed and, 
with the book almost complete, I decided to have one last try. This time I 
was rewarded with several references from Warwick to decisions made 
by the unions to move their staff to Hornsey Rise. Delighted to have 
verified the information, I could now include it in the book.  M Dix 
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Fun in the snow on Dadlington Green 
Photo—Jean Hobbs 

Dadlington Hearts 
  

The twinkling lights of Christmas 
are a fading memory and the 
Beast from the East is here with 
a vengeance. But hope and 
optimism is right here in 
Dadlington as many of the 
villagers’ windows display 
beautiful hearts. The hearts may 
vary in size, but they all share 
the message from Rev Linda 
Blay that love is all around. It 

has been life affirming to 
remember St Valentine in 
Dadlington and to celebrate love.  
Thank you to all of the villagers 
who took the time to be creative, it 
has been another lovely reason to 
take a stroll round the village and 
enjoy the displays. 
 
Rachel Rees-Jones 
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Love is All Around! 

Well done to everyone in Stoke 
Golding and Dadlington for 
decorating your doors, windows and 
gardens with hearts to share some 
love in February.  This has really 
helped to raise everyone’s spirits at 
a difficult time. 
 

Mike Stanton’s granddaughter, 
Lucy, was delighted to find a heart 
while she was walking in Stoke 
Golding and Mike, from Rylands 
Crescent, kindly shared her photo 
with us. 
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Kitchen Corner 
Chinese Ginger-Garlic Chicken 

INGREDIENTS 
½ Cup of Water 

1 Chicken Stock Cube 
3tsps. Dark Soya Sauce 

1tsp. White Wine Vinegar 
¼ Cup of Tomato Ketchup 

¼ tsp. Sugar 
Salt & Pepper 
1tsp. Cornflour 
1 Large Onion 

2 Cloves of Garlic (crushed) 
2tsp. Grated Ginger 

2 Large Chicken Breasts 
Cornflour (for coating) 

METHOD 
Put the first 8 ingredients into a 
bowl and mix well and set 
aside. 
Peel the onion and dice into 
medium sized pieces, crush the 
garlic and grate the ginger. Set 
aside. 
Cut the chicken into pieces 
( about 2 inches) coat with the 
cornflour. Now heat about ½ 
cup of oil in a wok or large 

saucepan, and when hot add 
the chicken, a few pieces at a 
time and fry until golden brown. 
When the chicken is  finished 
place in a dish. Now clean the 
pan and put in a little more oil 
and gently fry the onions, garlic 
and ginger until the onion is 
translucent. 
Add the chicken to the pan and 
mix well, now add the sauce 
mixture and stir fry until the 
sauce thickens and everything 
is heated through. 
 
 

HANDY HINT – Peel root ginger 

with a teaspoon, the peel comes 

off quite easily this way. Then chop 

it into small pieces and blitz it in a 

food processor or blender. This 

can now be frozen in a plastic 

ziplock bag and you can break off 

any amount that you need and 

there is no wastage. 

Avis 

Dial a Ride Offers Transport Help to Vaccination Centre 
 

Please either ring 01455 250462 or email dialaride21@hotmail.com if 
you need transport to Hinckley Leisure Centre for your vaccination. Dial 
a Ride is a local charity that provides transport for elderly and isolated 
people. 
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Fool on the Hill           Out with the old…. 

You are probably aware of some elderly relative or neighbour whose 
house, if left to the tender mercies of the Estate Agency profession, could 
perhaps be described as “being in need of some modernisation”. Usually 
these places are spotlessly clean but the preponderance of Orange and 
Brown hues, swirly patterned carpets and curiously coloured bathroom 
suites would suggest that the occupant’s heyday was firmly planted in 
another era. They are generation brought up on the idea that you 
replaced something when it was worn out and not because some floppy 
haired fop in a silly shirt decided that fashion has changed and it was 
time to chuck out your chintz and have a (yawn) makeover. It could just 
be that the pension isn’t working out quite as well as expected but 
principally I believe that you get to a certain point in the ageing process 
when trying to keep up with the pace of modern life simply isn’t worth the 
effort. It is often said that us oldies are the dangerous generation 
because we are less concerned with the future or as Les Dawson once 
said, if you have had a great holiday and you’re on your way to the 
airport, then you don’t really care if the hotel that you have just left burns 
down. However, from time to time, something in the modern world comes 
along that just makes you think, you know what, that is brilliant. Having 
spent some of my earlier life in the world of road transport (in a time 
before logistics), the first rule was always that you must have a signed 
proof of delivery and you would not believe how challenging that process 
could be. Deliveries today are confirmed by simply using a smartphone to 
photograph the goods alongside some landmark that irrefutably confirms 
it has arrived at the residence of the recipient. This image is 
subsequently uploaded to the interweb by the modern equivalent of 
witchcraft. In our case the object in question is a hideous garden gnome, 
donated by an ageing aunt, that we are unable to divest ourselves of due 
to the implications for our current starring role in her last will and 
testament. 
It has been noted that the medical profession have rather taken this idea 
on board as a photographic image, electronically transmitted, is a great 
aid to diagnosis in these days of restricted face to face contact. A 
cautionary note however, as the selection of an image for transmission is 
a process that can go wrong if attempted with failing eyesight and 
arthritically challenged fingers that bear a close resemblance to a burst 
sausage. It is entirely possible the image of the latest grandchild that you 
intended to send  to the aged aunt (she of the awful gnome) gets 
transposed with the image that you imaginatively took with a selfie stick 
indicating to the medical profession your desire to seek the 
opinion of a proctologist. 
Warning: Modern technology can seriously affect your wealth. 

F.O.T.H 
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Battlefields 5: The Castles 
Despite soundly defeating the Lancastrians at the Battle of Towton in 
1451, the new Yorkist king, Edward IV, was not fully in control up in the 
north of England and in parts of Wales. The Lancastrian resistance was 
centred on a trio of Northumbrian castles at Alnwick, Dunstanburgh and 
Bamburgh, and the mighty Harlech Castle on the Welsh coast. Although 
these were not battlefields as such, they did experience warfare, the 
Northumbrian castles changing hands a number of times over a three 
year period. I didn’t set off to visit any of these castles as part of my 
journey to all of the Wars of the Roses battlefields because I’d already 
been inside them at one time or another.  
 

Dunstanbugh clings to the cliff tops, a short walk from Craster, a small 
coastal village renowned for its kippers. We were staying in the area and 
made a special trip to purchase these tasty breakfast treats. Then we 
sauntered along the cliffs to find somewhere to picnic outside the castle. 
I was the only one to pay my money to go inside what are now ruins, 
returning to find my wife in a state of apoplexy. We were holidaying with 
another family and the two youngest boys had been playing on some 
nearby rocks, leaping from one spot to another until Sue wandered over 
to speak to them and noticed the terrifying sheer drop just a metre or so 
from where they were playing. If that wasn’t enough drama, a seemingly 
friendly Geordie gentleman engaged us in a strange conversation as we 
sat munching our sandwiches. It was only when we came to pack up 
that we realised he’d stolen one of our cameras.  
 

Probably more famous these days for its award winning gardens and as 
the location for Harry Potter filming, Alnwick Castle is a way inland and 
much altered since medieval times. Every year we visit the gardens and 
on one occasion we went around the castle as well. From its walls you 
are rewarded with glorious views of the surrounding countryside, a 
feature that made it such a good place to construct a castle.  
 

Bamburgh Castle is a magnificent edifice, perched on a mighty slab of 
rock and dominating the seashore and the village that nestles behind it. 
We took a tour of the apartments a couple of years ago. The King’s Hall, 
whilst a Victorian reconstruction on the site of the original Great Hall, 
does give you an idea about what life would have been like for the 
commanders of the castle during the 15th century. Bamburgh’s role in 
the Wars of the Roses encapsulates the intrigue and treachery of the 
times. At the start of 1462, it was in the hands of the Lancastrians, but in 
July it surrendered to the Yorkist supporting Earl of Warwick. Four 
months later, the Lancastrian Queen Margaret was back with some 
troops she’d collected from France and Bamburgh became Lancastrian 
again. Then she heard that Edward IV was on his way north so she 
quickly relocated to Scotland , leaving two Lancastrian nobles in charge. 
After a short siege in December, they surrendered the castle, pledged  
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Who or What Quiz 
 

1. Batavia was the former name of which Asian City? 
2. The Gold Coast was the former name of which African 

country? 
3. Who was the first left-handed golfer to win the British Open? 
4. His real name was David Jones, but what was the stage 

name of this Pop icon? 
5. What gift would you buy for a 20th wedding anniversary? 
6. What is the smallest independent state in the world? 
7. What is the only flag to have a tree in its centre? 
8. Who developed the polio vaccine in 1954? 
9. Well known for the Andy Hardy films, Joe Yule was better 

known as? 
10. Her pen name was Currer Bell, with her sisters, Acton  and 

Ellis they were famous 19th century novelists? 
Answers page 23 

allegiance to the Yorkist king, only to change sides again in the following 
March to let Queen Margaret back in.  
 

A year later, it was again under siege from the Earl of Warwick. This time 
the commander was Sir Ralph Grey and despite threats from Warwick to 
execute one soldier for every shot fired, Grey refused to surrender. 
During the ensuing bombardment, Grey was knocked unconscious by 
falling masonry and his deputy quickly surrendered. Warwick didn’t carry 
out his threat but the revived Grey, a man who’d repeatedly changed 
sides, was executed. It was the first time a siege in England had been 
won through the use of artillery and ended the Lancastrian resistance in 
Northumbria. Now only Harlech held out, a castle I’d visited on my 
Stoker odyssey to visit all of Edward I’s Welsh castles. Now some 
distance from the sea, in 1461 when it was first besieged by Edward IV, 
the water came right up to the walls and this allowed the Lancastrians to 
get supplies in from Ireland and hold out until 1468, the longest siege on 
British soil. Eventually it fell in August of that year and it looked like the 
Wars of the Roses were over. Then Warwick changed sides and a year 
later, it all kicked off again.      Michael Dix 
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Bob’s Focus 

Firstly Dear Stokers, I start this one with an apology. One of our 
readers quite rightly pointed out to the Editors a blunder I made in 
the December /January issue when addressing our winter visitors, 
the Fieldfare. For some reason I stated that they had already 
moved North for the Winter. Why would they do that unless they 
were off to the North Pole for a spot of skiing? Of course they have 
moved South Eastwards from Scandinavia. No idea why I wrote 
North, I can only say I won’t be typing these articles again when 
performing the Sirsasana (Yoga supported headstand). 
 

Having said that they are still with us but, with the 
snow we have had over the last couple of weeks, 
maybe they should have brought some skis with 
them? Only yesterday I spotted a flock along the 
edge of a field with a surprisingly large number of 
Blackbirds amongst them. Seconds later I was 
lucky enough to spot a beautiful male Bullfinch. 
You would think that wildlife would be easier to 
spot when the fields are white with snow and frost, 
a flash of red from a fox returning home to their 
den, a Hare running across a ploughed field or 
even a Muntjac wandering along a hedgerow, well 
maybe they are only too aware of how visible and 

vulnerable they are? 
 

However, they might not be visible but we can 
see who has been out and where they have 
been, fresh snow around the outside of a field is 
a fascinating way to play detective. Last week I 
walked across the fields to the Battlefields site 
and back and I spied Rabbit, Hare, Fox, 
Muntjac, Badger and some huge Swan prints 
near the canal. 
 

March 1st heralds the start of Spring 
(meteorologically) with the 20th of March, 
astronomical spring (Vernal Equinox). Brown 
Hares will be knocking seven bells out of each 
other with the female in full control (she is the 
one wearing the boxing gloves). The male has to prove they are up 
to the task in hand and can take a good beating. 
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Work.Live.Leicestershire Project in North West Leics 
 

Are you unemployed (or know someone who is), living in Leicestershire 
and looking for help finding employment? 
 

As part of the now extended Work.Live.Leicestershire initiative there is 
advice on C.V. writing, job search, online training courses and business 
start-up. 
 

A team of keyworkers will be on hand to offer accessible, tailored advice 
and support that can link you to volunteering, learning or work 
opportunities in your area. 
 

The Work.Live.Leicestershire team look forward to helping you every 
step of the way. 

 
 

Tori Haines  WiLL Delivery Officer 
 

E: thaines@ruralcc.org.uk 
T:  01455 856316 
Unit S09, The Atkins, Lower Bond St, Hinckley, LE10 1QU 

The hedgerows will be bursting with life, blackthorn and hawthorn, 
although similar, flower differently. The blackthorn flowers before 
it’s leaves unfurl, the hawthorn will green up well before it 
blossoms. I love blackthorn, two of the best sticks I have made 
shine ruby red under the gunstock oil and they are as hard as 
steel. The black rod that knocks the door in parliament uses a stick 
made of blackthorn, but beware if you mess with it, as its thorns 
are long and sharp, they have a habit of breaking off under your 
skin, they are painful and will go septic before you can drop your 
hat! 
 

Its also time to start listening out for the dawn chorus, the Song 
Thrush and Blackbirds have become quite vocal over the last 
couple of weeks. A few days ago I spotted half a dozen Skylarks 
near the canal, bottom of Dadlington, and they were starting to sing 
as they took to the sky. 
 

Spring is just around the corner and I’ll be listening out for the 
Yellowhammers singing “A little bit of bread and no cheese” as I 
walk in our lovely countryside, but it is England and March can still 
bite so I’ll not put my winter coat away just yet.  

 

Collie Bob 
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 Church Matters 

From St Margaret’s and St James’s Church 
 

March Celebrations 
 

As this article is even more personal than usual, I 
thought I would give a message at the beginning! During 
this pandemic, when we lose sight of days and dates, 
time still matters. God penetrates through all time – but 

we are especially aware of him on special occasions. God is constantly 
present but we are not always aware of that presence. 
 
Now for the personal! My wife marks three special dates in March. She 
was born in Algeria on 21st March; in Algeria because her father ran the 
tramways in Oran. To remind him of his home, France, the newly born 
baby girl was named Francoise. 
 
French people have ‘name days’ – that is they mark the day of the 
particular saint they are named after.  People named Francoise celebrate 
9th March as their ‘name’s day’. (Francoise was a holy Roman matron – 
no comment, please!) 
 
We have three children and therefore 14th March is marked in our family, 
as with hundreds of other families, as Mothering Sunday or Mothers’ Day. 
 
It is clearly unfair that one person, my wife, should have three 
celebrations in one month – 9th, 14th and 21st March. But, to repeat, God 
seems particularly close and present on these days – and therefore 
Francoise Davis is especially blessed in March. 
                                                                                  Alan Davis 

Stoke Golding and Dadlington Hearts of 
Love for February. 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who took part in the 
villages’ Hearts of Love displays – they 
were so creative and inspirational.  
 

Walking round the villages was a delight. What an 
amazing community spirit we have. Thank 
you for ‘spreading the love’ and well done 

everyone!  
Wishing you all God’s blessings. Revd Linda.  
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 Church Matters 

Who or What Quiz Answers 
1. Jakarta, 2. Ghana, 3. Sir Bob Charles, 4. David Bowie, 5. China, 6. 
Vatican City, 7. Lebanon, 8. Jonas E Salk, 9. Mickey Rooney, 10. 
Charlotte, Anne and Emily Bronte 

Stoke Golding Methodist Church  
 

The church will be closed until further notice, but at the time of going to 
print we are hoping it won’t be too long until we can open again. 

Zion Baptist Chapel 

Whilst Churches are allowed to open we have reluctantly taken the 
decision that we must stay at home and must heed the Prime Minister’s 
pleas to stay at home. The Chapel will remain closed until the end of 
lockdown in order to protect the community. 

ANSWERS to What Age? 
 

1. 62, 2. 86, 3. 104, 4. 92, 5. 81, 6. 95, 7. 107, 8. 92, 9. 76, 10.  51 
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Huge Vaccination Effort by Castle Mead Surgery 

At the time of writing this the Government has just announced it has 
reached its 15 million target for Covid 19 vaccinations. The Castle Mead 
surgery has joined in with this huge effort involving all members of the 
surgery team including doctors, nurses, practice managers, admin and 
reception staff. Not only working hard behind the scenes to book the 
patients in but also coping with all the logistics of deliveries and tight 
deadlines. Often working long hours at the vaccination centre, including 
weekends, to make sure that the 4 Tiers including care homes, people 
shielding and the vulnerable are all vaccinated. 

If you have had your jab down at the Leisure Centre you will have been 
impressed with the set up - effective and safe! 
So I am sure you will join me as a patient representative in thanking all 
the Surgery staff for such a HUGE effort - Well done. !!! 
The other piece of news is that Dr Squires May has gone on maternity 
leave as of this week and Dr Patterson, time allowing, will take up the 
helm for CASAG meetings. 
 

If you have been to 
the Stoke Golding 
surgery you will 
notice a foot pump 
operated hand 
sanitiser so patients 
can safely ring the 
bell and sanitise 
afterwards. 
 
Photo of some of the 
Staff socially 
distanced at the 
leisure centre away to 
start their vaccination 
clinic. 
 
Jennifer 

If you are over 70 and have not yet been called for your jab please 
contact the surgery asap so they can book you in.  
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Obituaries 
 

Rex Clifford  
 

Rex Clifford, of Stoke Golding, passed away on 1st January, 2021, aged 
85 years.   Donations in memory of Rex may be sent to Stoke Golding 
Methodist Church c/o G.Seller, Funeral Directors, Upper Bond Street, 
Hinckley.        
 
Mick Sharland      
 

Mick Sharland, of Stoke Golding, passed away in January, 2021, aged 
78 years.  Loving husband of Pauline, devoted father to Michelle and a 
loving brother.         
 
Dennis Hewitt 
 

Dennis Hewitt, of Stoke Golding, passed away on 14th January, 2021, 
aged 89 years.  Beloved husband of the late Greta.  Donations in 
memory of Dennis for WNAA may be sent c/o W.Smith & Sons Funeral 
Directors, Avenue Road, Nuneaton, CV11 4JT. 
      
Edward Hill 
 

Edward Hill, who farmed in Stoke Golding for  many years, has passed 
away peacefully on 26th January, 2021,aged 83 years.   Much loved 
husband of Sue, dearly loved dad of Karen and the late Graham, father 
in law of Mick and devoted grandad of James and fiancee Georgina and 
Olivia.   Donations in memory of Ed  may be made to WNAA c/o 
J.E.Hackett , & Sons Ltd, Longford Bridge, Coventry CV6 6BH.   
 
 
We offer our condolences to the family and friends of Rex, Mick, Dennis 
and Edward from all of the Stoker team. 

Answers to 10 of a Kind 
1. Pluto, 2. Mars, 3. The arms (she does have a little bit left on one 
side), 4. Tanzania / Zanzibar, 5. Longer - the poles are flattened due to 
the Earth’s spinning making it an oblate spheroid rather than a sphere, 
6. Apollo 17, 7. Gustav Holst, 8. Eddie Redmayne, 9. When he first 
crosses the Equator, 10. Ra 
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www.BicycleRepairBloke.co.uk 

Bicycle Repair Bloke 

• All types of bike serviced and repaired 

• Call for a quote - no job too small 

Here to get you on your bike 

Let me help you keep cycling 

Call 07785 183046 

THE  RURAL CARE TEAM 

Exceptional home care from     

Stoke Golding to Twycross 

All needs catered for, from social 
visits to full dementia and 

incontinence care.   

Fully insured and trained in all     

aspects of care, including 

manual handling equipment.   

Please call Lynn 07460 
490885  

or Jo 07956 778576 
 

and let us see how  
we can help you.  

 
  

BRADSHAW 
FARM SHOP  

DADLINGTON LANE,  
STAPLETON  LE9 8JL 

The best kind of produce - veg, fruit, 
eggs, meat, cheese and much more  

Open every day 10am - 6pm 
Call Wendy 07885 768703 

** Veg boxes from £10 ** 

National Garden Scheme Garden Open for 
Charity (Subject to  COVID restrictions) 
 

 8 Hinckley Road, Stoke Golding  
 
          Sat 6th March 12-4pm 
          Sun 7th March 12-3pm 
 
  Light refreshments,  Adults £3.50 Children FREE 

Photo by Annie 
Spratt on 
Unsplash 

 LADYBIRD GARDENING Reliable and trustworthy Lady Gardener 
RHS qualified 

CONTACT Caroline 07831 839611 
Email: lewisc75@yahoo.com 

All aspects of 
garden maintenance 

carried out 

Our advertisers are adhering to current Government guidelines regarding 
COVID restrictions and if they are allowed to offer their services. 
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Luisa Quinney MFHT, MHFST 
Remedial Therapy & Massage 

‘Dorn’ Body Realignment 
Now offering facials 

 Equine Sports Massage 
Hinckley Clinic or Local Home Visits 
Contact Me - 07813 172377 
www.midlandsmassagetherapy.co.uk 

 

 Unisex  

styling  

 Late night 

opening on  

Thurs and Fri 

01455 212315  
 

Facebook @tammys08 
 

Instagram  

tammys_hair_design      

Tammy’s Hair Design 
 in the heart of Stoke Golding 

****************************** 

4 Church Walks 

Tomlinson’s Farm Shop 

Your friendly local Farm Shop, Station Road, Stoke Golding 
 

Free range chicken & eggs, Dexter 
beef, sausages, locally sourced 

cheese, milk,  vegetables & more. 

W.H. Gayton & 
Sons Bakery 
bread and cakes. 

Open Tues - Fri 10am-6pm  Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-3pm 
 

Tel: Jo or Garth on 01455 212199  

  

SERVICING and REPAIRS on all makes and models  
MOTs - Tyres - Air con regas 

Used cars for sale, part exchange 
welcome  

UNIT 7 WILLOW PARK IND EST, STOKE GOLDING 

CONTACT :01455 213413/07739 738056 
www.eskdalemotors.co.uk  

Home visiting  
Ear wax removal, micro suction and  

water irrigation   
Prices from £30   

Call or text David 07518 243091 
clearears956997478.wordpress.com 

CLEAR EARS 

MOBILE  

EAR WAX REMOVAL 
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Market Bosworth & Earl Shilton 

Tel: 07785 397 515 

 

Paul Howard 
 
 
 

Painting & Decorating 
Home Improvements 

 
 

Stoke Golding Based 
 

Email: howard_paul@hotmail.co.uk 
Tel: 07850 246 701 

 
 
 
 

Big or Small - Inside or Out 
Free Quote 

ANDY BEALE   Carpenter  

UPVC windows and doors  
Composite doors 

Soffits, fascias and guttering  

Fencing  

Stoke Golding based 

07974 274038 


